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Urieville Miller’s House and Mill Site
Urieville
c. 1800

Like several early 19th century houses in Kent County, the Miller’s
House at Urieville boasts beaded ceiling joists in the hall-parlor plan, two-
story building. Its asymmetrical three-bay north facade retains an original
board and batten door, with later window cut therein. The broad windows
with 6/6 sash appear to be replacements of earlier 12/8 sash. A second door

was introduced on the south side for access to the parlor.

In the late 19th century, Urieville was a small community of shops
and houses. It is depicted in the Lake, Griffing, Stevenson Atlas of 1877 with
a number of houses beside a grist mill and saw mill. Samuel Hopkins
advertised his flour in the Kennedyville business directory along with J. P.
Pote, Blacksmith, and A. Strong, Wheelwright, all in Urieville.l In 1902, the
property was listed for sale in the Kent News:

“This property consists of a flour and feed mill, a two story dwelling with
kitchen and stable and carriage house. The dwelling is old and in fair
condition. The mill was remodeled last year to the latest improved system of
grinding, scalping and bolting, and is now almost new throughout. Power is
supplied by two turbine wheels under 12 feet head. The water is abundant
at all seasons. There is no better water power or more desirable milling
property in Kent County. It is situated in one of the finest grain sections of
the State, and has local demand for all its product, being close to several
thriving towns and villages, and has paid a good profit for many years. The
Mill is now idle, due to a break in the dam during the recent heavy rains. It

can be put in condition for operations in a few days.”2



This property was the site of a very early Perkins Mill. Its history is
intimately tied together with the history of White House Farm, the home of
the Perkins, located on the hill overlooking the old mill pond.

1. 1877 Lake Griffing Stevenson Atlas.

2. Kent County News, October 11, 1902.
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URIEVILLE MILL AND MILLER'S HOUSE
Chestertown, Maryland
(ca 1800)

In the late 19th century Urieville was a small but thriving community.

The Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson Atlas_9£ 1877 shows a saw mill and a grist

mill plus several houses and other buildings. The mill pond and mill race
shown are still visible.

About twenty years later the property was to be sold at public auction;
it was described in a local newspaper as "consist(ing) of a flour and feed
mill, a two story dwelling with kitchen and stable and carriage house. The
dwelling is old and in fair condition. The mill was remodeled last year to
the latest improved system of grinding, scalping and bolting, and is now
almost new throughout. Power is supplied by two turbine wheels under 12
feet head."”

Except for its foundations, the brick mill has vanished. The Miller's
House, a small, three-bay hall-and-parlour plan building with beaded ceiling

beams remains.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old house at Urieville is a three bay gable-rocofed structure with a modern side
wing. The building is two stories in height with a full basement and shallow-pitched
roof without dormers. Originally the building had brick chimneys enclosed in each gable;
the east chimney has been removed (and replaced by a plywood facsimile) and the west
chimney stuccoed.

The house was originally constructed with a hall and parlour plan. Windows are
therefore unevenly spaced so that there are two bays in the western portion of the house
and one in the eastern. All windows in the old main house have 6/6 sash; these sash are
replacements. No window trim is visible. The windows are quite wide and there are
basement windows--equal in width-cut into the field stone foundation. These latter have
been made narrower.

The entry door on the north side of the house retains an early door made up of wide,
beaded boards and hung on three strap hinges with arrowhead ends. A later diamond-shaped
window has been cut into this door. There are two entry doors on the south facade, one in
each room. There are modern doors hung in these openings.

The exterior finish of the house is now wooden shingles. The owner states that the
siding under these shingles is flush, beaded weatherboard 8 to 9 wide.

Relatively little changes have occurred on the interior of the Millers House; a
small kitchen has been constructed in the hall, a wide doorway was cut between the two
first floor rooms, one fireplace was removed, and narrow hardwood floors were laid over
the pine. Most detailing remains in place.

The parlour fireplace has a rectangular opening with a plastered surround. The
mantle shelf which surmounts the fireplace has elaborate Federal moldings and two frieze

blocks on its plain frieze. There is a plaster panel above the fireplace and a panelecd

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET [F NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
In the late 19th century Urieville was a small but thriving community. The Lake,

Griffing, and Stevenson Atlas of 1877 shows a saw mill and a grist mill plus several
houses and other buildings. The mill pond and mill race shown are still visible.

About 20 years later the mill was to be sold at a public auction and described as
follows:

"This property consists of a flour and feed mill, a two story dwelling with kitchen
‘nd stable and carriage house. The dwelling is old and in fair condition. The mill was
remodeled last year to the latest improved system of grinding, scalping and bolting, and
is now almost new throughout. Power is supplied by two turbine wheels under 12 feet
head. The water is abundant at all seasons. There is no better water power or more
desirable milling property in Kent County. It is situated in one of the finest grain
sections of the State, and has local demand for all its product, being close to several
thriving towns and villages, and has paid a good profit for many years. The mill is now
idle, due to a break in the dam during the recent heavy rains. It can be put in
condition for operation in a few days.”

The illustration of the mill building shows a three story structure with a gable
roof and end chimneys. Foundations of this building remain and are indicated on the map.
The mill burned soon after World War II and the earth embankment dam finally collapsed at

about the same time.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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closet. Right of the fireplace is the corner stair to the second floor.
It has a six-panel door with guarterround moldings and raised and beveled
panels. Chairrails in the downstairs rooms are made up of three parts,

as shown, and most window trim is a Grecian Ovolo. Most surprising in
light of these Federal and Grecian details are the beaded beams in

the ceiling of the parlour. Whether these indicate an older house
"modernized"” during the early 19th century or a carry-over of an

early practice cannot be determined from the existing evidence.

The second floor has three rooms arranged along a hall which
extends along the north side of the house. This story is unchanged
except for a bath which has been added at the east end of the hall.
The doors on this floor are beaded board doors and some retain their
wooden string latches. Six-inch wide yellow pine is used as flooring.
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Remnants of foundations near the house may be the kitchen,
stable, and carriage house mentioned.

At one time there were probably many houses in Kent County
like the Millers House. Few now remain and most of them—--Massey
House (K-380) and the Hildebrand House (K-194)-- are so altered
that their original character is destroyed. This house is there-
fore, significant because it is one of the last of its type that is
mostly intact.

In addition, the property is important because it is the
site of one of Kent's early centers of agriculture-related commerce.



. Urieville Mill
Chestertown, Maryland
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Mortgagee's Sale
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B Y VIRTCE of th fower contained in the
mortgage from John w. Temple and
¥Yife and Willjsm W, McKnett and wife to Al ['

.nd recorded among the Lana Records of
Lent county, in Liver D. . B., No. 4. Folio
76, the undersigned. as assigneeof said mort-
fage, will offer gt public sale in front of the
“ourt House Door 1n Chestertown. Md., on

TUESDAY, November 11,1902 |

At Twelve O'clock Noon, /
|

ALL THAT VALUABLE MILL PROP-
ERTY CALLED

The Urieville Mill

CONTAINING 313 ACRES, |
4

more or less, situsted in the Second Electios !
Distriet of Kent county, Maryland, oK thel

rodd system.

This pbroperty consists of a
FLOUR AND FEED MILL,
A TWO STORY DWELLING._
with Kitchen and Stable and
Carriage House, The Dweil-
ing ig 0id and in fair condition. =
The Mill was remodeled last year to the Intest
improved rystem of grinding. scalpig and -
bolting, and is now Almost new throughourt, -
Power 1s supplied by two turbine whee|s
under 12 feet ead. The water is ﬂbundnut_
at all seasons, There is no better water

OWer Or more desirable milling property in

{ent county, 3

It issituated in one of the finest grain sec-’

L N
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tions of the State. and hax local demangd for
all its product, being close to several thrjv-
Ing towns ang Villages, and has paid a goed
profit for MANy years The mill is now idie,
due tou break in the dam during the recent
heavy raing, It can be but in condition for
operation in a few dsys.

This Property is offered for saie in order to
settie the estate of thelate Wm, W, McKnett. ‘
Possession wi|| be given upon the ratificg-
tion of sale. ;

TERMS OF SA LE.—One-third of the pur-
chase money cash on the day of sale, the res {
idue in twq equal instalments in one and two |
Years from the day of sale: the deferred pay |
ments to hear interest from the cday of sale, :
and to bie secured 10 the satisfaction of the .
assignee. Titje Papers at the cost of the !

purchaser, !
LEWIN w. WICKES,

ASSIGNER OF MORTGAGE.
Jorx H, GREENWOOD, Auet'r. ocll ts.
- ————— L DT

-——



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION AND PHOT QRAPHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

5204

| $ozal
1. STATE Mc»quwci HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
COUNTY Kaumt INVENTORY k-za4
TOWN RWM.,.A.(;,Jle VICINITY Wrieuille '
2. NAME Uerieuille Mitl

STREETNO. g 2| 2.5 wmiles S.W 3 Kmwedyyjle
Rt213, 3 1

{ south ENY. N { Rd - lome +o J&\'\Ou.sv.)

ORIGINAL OWNER

ORIGINAL USE M
PRESENT OWNER
PRESENT USE Site

WALL CONSTRUCTION
NO. OF STORIES

DATE OR PERIOD
STYLE
ARCHITECT
BUILDER

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered

OPEN TO PUBLIC o

Iinterior Exterior

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

M- Buercht Lo..mc\ev, Chestertown, Md,
oo Covnpis fr. » Zigro

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

Michae! Bowrme

Sa.m\ V969

DATE OF RECORD




\

Y (CHESTERTOR BRANCH) 72
__.v_*_*—o—a—’—*,..—n—-——k——*‘, -

. «Hepbron

Stilipond Station
. P

,
A
W

LR
\ ,\»}’

AN
N Lem -
A ountain Church







